
Sunday February 13, 2022 
God’s Indwelling Fullness 

 
 
 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
 
Announcements         

 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Leader:  Your glory is woven through the fabric of the heavens. 
People:  Everywhere we turn, below us, beside us, above us, all that we  
  experience is evidence of your presence. 
Leader:  Soil, grass, water, sun, moon, and stars, all of them proof of your work in  
  the universe. 
People:  Wonderful God! Awesome God! How majestic is your name in all the  
  universe. 
Leader:  We wonder: why do you care about us? What are we compared to the  
  galaxies spread across time and space, or to the amazing worlds of life  
  too small for us to see or to the great animals of land and sea? 
People:  Wonderful God! Awesome God! How majestic is your name in all the  
  universe. 
 
 
Opening Prayer Unison 
 
 You creator God have called us to be caretakers, 
 giving us curiosity and wonder that drive us to explore 
 the entirety of creation from the microscopic worlds of bacteria and atoms 
 to the telescopic worlds orbiting stars billions of miles away. 
 We are called to care for every life here on earth, 
 and to seek out life that may exist out there in your universe, 
 all life everywhere a part of your sacred work of creation. 
 Awesome God! Continue to reveal your wisdom and we shall respond with 
 gracious hearts made whole in you.  Amen. 
 
 



Hymn #556: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens    Hymn Leader: Susan Breon 
(Please see separate attachment for the score) 
 

1) God, who stretched the spangled heavens infinite in time and place, 

Flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space: 

We, your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you; 

Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 
 

2) We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 

Known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space; 

Probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power, 

Facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 
 

3) As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 

Children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor, well begun; 

Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 

 
  
Prayer of Confession Unison    
 
 You, the God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, call us into being. 
 You have given us the choice between life and death.  Forgive us, God of 
 Creation, for the times we have chosen death over life. We have caused 
 death and extinction to plants and animals as we have abused technology.  
 We have caused death, actively or passively, among our brothers and 
 sisters. We have chosen to fight for oil and water, for minerals, 
 and for land we think we need as our hunger for more things grows. 

 Forgive us, God for the ways we have wasted our time, our talents, and our 
 treasure. We have valued entertainment more than knowledge and opinion 
 more  than wisdom. We have made ourselves to be dependent on 
 technologies that do not fulfill us, instead of using technology to improve 
 the world for all life. 

 God of atoms and evolution, you reveal yourself in all that is created. 
 And yet, we often disregard science, the close study of creation, 
 because we are afraid of what it will tell us. 
 We experience the world not as it is but as it appears, 
 and so we sometimes refuse to believe the truth, 
 and declare your laws of physics and our knowledge of medical 
 knowledge, public health, and climate change to be nonsense. 

 We seek to change our ways. 
 Help us, Holy One, to evolve and to change  
 and to seek you wherever you are to be found.  



 Grant us courage.  
 Grant us understanding.  
 Grant us wisdom.  
 Show us the path  
 so that we will no longer live aimlessly but with purpose,  
 called and prepared to give blessing and honor, glory and power unto you. 
 
 Moments for Reflection and Silence  
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
 God creates us in love to be love. 
 God loves us even in our imperfections. 
 God forgives us through the life, death, and resurrection 
 of Jesus Christ, Love Incarnate. 
 We bear within us the image of God that empowers us 
 to choose life over death 
 to act wisely using the gifts given to us, 
 to live without fear, 
 to understand truth. 
 Let us claim that image of God within us, 
 that we might show God’s unchanging love, mercy, and 
 grace to the world as we have seen and experienced it ourselves. 
 Thanks be to God, Creator, Wisdom, Spirit! 
 
 
Passing of the Peace  
 

Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you 
People: And also with you! 
 
 

Reading                                   Jo-Anne Fournier 
 
Psalm 8 (NRSV) 
 
1 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
…3 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 



5 You have made them a little lower than the angels 
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31 (NRSV) 
 
1Does not wisdom call out? 
    Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2 At the highest point along the way, 
    where the paths meet, she takes her stand; 
3 beside the gate leading into the city, 
    at the entrance, she cries aloud: 
4 “To you, O people, I call out; 
    I raise my voice to all mankind…. 
22“The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works 
    before his deeds of old; 
23 I was formed long ages ago, 
    at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 
24 When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, 
    when there were no springs overflowing with water; 
25 before the mountains were settled in place, 
    before the hills, I was given birth, 
26 before he made the world or its fields 
    or any of the dust of the earth. 
27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
    when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 
28 when he established the clouds above 
    and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
29 when he gave the sea its boundary 
    so the waters would not overstep his command, 
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
30     Then I was constantly at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
    rejoicing always in his presence, 
31 rejoicing in his whole world 
    and delighting in mankind. 

 
 



Special Music            Susan Breon             
 
 
Gospel Reading  
 

Colossians 1:15-20 (NRSV) 
 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him 
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 
for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross. 
 
 
Musical Interlude 
 
 
Sermon: God’s Indwelling Fullness 
 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
          
 
Hymn #510 Grant Us Wisdom to Perceive You (verses 1, 2 and 4)  
  

1) Grant us wisdom to perceive you, hearts awakened to receive you,  

minds alert to thoughts that grieve you, God of mercy, hear us. 

 

2) Grant us faithfulness in praying, strength to keep our souls from straying, 

sense to cease from disobeying, God of mercy, hear us. 
 

4)  Grant us courage to proclaim you, Savior of our lives we name you! 
May our actions never shame you; God of mercy, hear us. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Unison  



Offering Invitation  
 
 We gather this morning at the invitation of our God, 
 who has been saving us since we first cried out in awe, aware for the first time of 
 God, who has existed since before time began.  There is a place for all of us here 
 in the Beloved Community. Let’s give our gifts back to God in joy.   
 
 
Offering and Dedication Unison  
 
 Bless these our gifts and may we be the ones informed by your Wisdom 
 and Love so we can be responsible in how we share life and relate to our 
 planet that is your creation.  May the gifts we give be those of care for what 
 you’ve given to us.   
 
 
Benediction Unison  
 
 As we go from this place, may our encounter with holiness 
 inspire us to explore creation in new ways. 
 May we be unafraid to experience the joy of discovery, 
 the wonder of unexpected outcomes, 
 and the peace of knowing that 
 all creation belongs to you oh God. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 


