
Sunday February 27, 2022 
The Abiding Radiance 

 
 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
 
Announcements         

 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Leader:  Something drew us together this morning which is also: 
People:  Something we can’t name but which we experience in worship, 
Leader:  Some holy mystery we call God, 
People: Some sacred calling we hear in the life of Jesus, and 
Leader:  Some indescribable hope we feel when we gather in the Spirit. 
People:  May our experience of the Divine transform our doubts and fears  
  and prepare us to love the world. 
 
 
Opening Prayer Unison 
 
 O God, you are beyond words and description, 
 your love is beyond knowledge and explanation. 
 Make our hearts ready to receive you. 
 Change us, we pray, that our lives may reflect the glory of your 
 transfiguration. 
 We rejoice in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn #182: We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding Hymn Leader: Jim Tilton 
(Please see separate attachment for the score) 
 
 1) We have come at Christ’s own bidding to this high and holy place, 
 where we wait with hope and longing for some token of God’s grace. 
 Here we pray for new assurance that our faith is not in vain, 
 searching like those first disciples for a sign both clear and plain. 
 



 2) Light breaks through our clouds and shadows; splendor bathes the flesh-
 joined Word;  
 Moses and Elijah marvel as the heavenly voice is heard. 
 Eyes and hearts behold with wonder how the law and prophets meet: 
 Christ, with garments drenched in brightness, stands transfigured and complete. 
 
 3) Strengthened by this glimpse of glory, fearful lest our faith decline, 
 we like Peter find it tempting to remain and build a shrine. 
 But true worship gives us courage to proclaim what we profess, 
 that our daily lives may prove us people of the God we bless. 
 
  
Prayer of Confession Unison    
 
 Peter, James, and John went up on the side of a mountain with Jesus 
 and experienced glory. 
 Peter wanted to stay. 
 “It’s good for us to be here. Let’s get comfortable.” 
 We are also often tempted to keep the experience of the Divine to 
 ourselves, to enjoy the company of the saints instead of going back down 
 the mountain to continue the work of the Kingdom of God. 
 God knows this temptation of our hearts, 
 so let us confess and pray for forgiveness. God of glory and light,  
 forgive us when we are complacent and comfortable  
 with keeping the riches of your love to ourselves.  
 Keep calling us down from our mountains of privilege.  
 Keep expecting more of us as your disciples.  
 Keep reminding us to listen to your Son,  
 in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
 Moments for Reflection and Silence  
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
 Whether we hear a voice from the heavens 
 or a still small voice in our hearts, 
 listen carefully for the love of God. 
 Believe and accept God’s love and live in God’s freedom. 
 
 
Passing of the Peace  
 

Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you 
People: And also with you! 
 
 



Reading                                   Louise Piper 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 (NRSV) 

The Radiant Face of Moses 

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in 
his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the 
LORD. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they 
were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders 
of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites 
came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount 
Sinai. 

33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever 
he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came 
out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face 
until he went in to speak with the LORD. 
 
 
Special Music            Jim Tilton             
 
 
Gospel Reading  
 

Luke 9:28-36, 37-43a (NRSV) 

The Transfiguration 

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and 
went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses 
and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his 
departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his 
companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to 
him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as 
they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what 
they had seen. 



Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy 

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38 A 
man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only 
child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so 
that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40 I 
begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.” 

41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with 
you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” 

42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. 
But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 
43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. 
 
 
Musical Interlude 
 
 
Sermon: The Abiding Radiance 
 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
          
 
Hymn #510 Grant Us Wisdom to Perceive You (verses 1, 2 and 4)  
  

1) Grant us wisdom to perceive you, hearts awakened to receive you,  

minds alert to thoughts that grieve you, God of mercy, hear us. 

 

2) Grant us faithfulness in praying, strength to keep our souls from straying, 

sense to cease from disobeying, God of mercy, hear us. 
 

4)  Grant us courage to proclaim you, Savior of our lives we name you! 
May our actions never shame you; God of mercy, hear us. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer Unison  
 
 



Offering Invitation  
 
 The needs of our world are too numerous to name. 
 Shelter, food, clean air, water, health care, justice … 
 Our gifts touch these needs, 
 but the biggest gift we can give is to love the world 
 so much that we give of ourselves. 
 So as you give, don’t let your giving be done. 
 Start planning to go deeper. May God now bless our hopes and dreams. 
 
 
Offering and Dedication Unison  
 
 Bless these gifts, we pray.  
 May they represent just the beginning of our journey  
 to show forth your glory to the world. Amen 
 
 
Benediction Unison  
 
 May God now send us back down the mountain of our worship. 
 We have been changed. 
 We can’t be silent anymore. 
 We have seen the Light of the World. 
 Go and share the radiance of love! 
 
 
 


