November 16, 2025
PLEDGE SUNDAY

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we
are all created in the image of God. We welcome everyone seeking God’s presence, in
any of the ways that you may identify... by economic class, by race, by national origin,
by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental ability... whoever you are
and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full participation here. We rejoice
that you chose to worship with us, today, as we extend an invitation to live out the
extravagant welcome of Christ. Together, we are listening for God’s still speaking
voice. WELCOME, People of God!

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you
were here with us, today: New Here? - Greenbelt Community Church
Contact: office@greenbeltucc.org

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Pastor Aubra Love

*Call to Worship
Mike Crompton, Lay Reader

Based on Psalm 98

LEADER: Sing to God a brand-new song. God is making a world of wonders! With
sleeves rolled up, God is setting things right.

PEOPLE: God made history with salvation, and showed the world what the
Creator could do.

LEADER: God is showering love upon us, a bonus of love to us, dear family. The whole
earth coming to attention.

PEOPLE: Look! God’s work of salvation! Shout your praises to God, everybody!
Let loose and sing! Strike up the band!


https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/

LEADER: Round up an orchestra to play for God. Add on a hundred-voice choir.

PEOPLE: Feature trumpets and big trombones; Fill the air with praises to our
Sovereign God.

LEADER: Let the sea and its fish give a round of applause; With everything living on
earth joining in.

PEOPLE: Let ocean breakers call out, “Encore!” And mountains harmonize the
finale—A tribute to God coming to set the earth right.

ALL: God will straighten out the whole world and everyone in it; setting the
universe right, every part of it. AMEN.

*Opening Hymn: #4 NCH "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You"
*Passing the Peace

Time with Young Disciples
Pastor Aubra Love

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a short conversation with the Pastor.
Afterward the children are dismissed for Sunday School.

Anthem: Lay Up Your Treasures in Heaven by P. Choplin
The Greenbelt Community Church Choir

Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25 The Message
Ron Dobson, Lay Reader

“‘Pay close attention now: I'm creating new heavens and a new earth. All the earlier
troubles, chaos, and pain are things of the past, to be forgotten. Look ahead with joy.

Anticipate what I’'m creating: I'll create Jerusalem as sheer joy, create my people as
pure delight. I'll take joy in Jerusalem, take delight in my people: No more sounds of
weeping in the city, no cries of anguish; No more babies dying in the cradle, or old
people who don’t enjoy a full lifetime;

One-hundredth birthdays will be considered normal-- anything less will seem like a
cheat.

They’ll build houses and move in. They’ll plant fields and eat what they grow. No more
building a house that some outsider takes over. No more planting fields that some
enemy confiscates. For my people will be as long-lived as trees, my chosen ones will
have satisfaction in their work. They won’t work and have nothing come of it. They won't
have children snatched out from under them. For they themselves are plantings blessed
by God, with their children and grandchildren likewise God-blessed.

Before they call out, I'll answer.



Before they’ve finished speaking, I'll have heard. Wolf and lamb will graze the same
meadow, lion and ox eat straw from the same trough. Neither animal nor human will hurt
or kill anywhere on my Holy Mountain,” says God.

Unison Prayer
Mike Crompton, Lay Reader

We prayerfully consider what we are called to pledge financially in this season of new
dimensions. We praise Your abiding guidance, O Merciful God, for You sent us Jesus,
our Teacher and Messiah, to model for us the way of love for the whole universe. We
bring our faith, we offer prayers of love for You, on behalf of ourselves and our
neighbors, on behalf of Your creation and all our fellow creatures. AMEN

Sermon: "Making All Things New"
Pastor Aubra Love

Isaiah 65:17-25, Psalm 98
*Pulpit Hymn: #391 NCH "In the Midst of New Dimensions"

The Community at Prayer
Pastor Aubra Love

(Joys and Concerns, Prayers for the People, Lord’s Prayer, choosing to use debts/debtors,
or trespass/trespasses, or sins/sinners as familiar to you)

If you are joining us online, prayer requests entered into the CHAT will be shared
and names added to the Prayer List.

Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering and Blessing of the Pledges
Pastor Aubra Love

Focus Text: “A tribute to God coming to set the earth right.
God will straighten out the whole world and everyone in it; setting the universe right,
every part of it.” -Psalm 98:9

(Opportunities to give for the ministries of this church are available through an
offering plate during service, by mailing your gift to the church office, or by signing up for
electronic at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/

In today’s worship, after the Offering is collected, the ushers will receive your
Pledge cards. You are invited to bring your pledge cards forward for a Blessing
of the Pledges. We are grateful for your generosity!

Blessing of the Pledges:
Pastor Aubra Love


https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/

The grace of giving is our grateful response to You, O God, for Your grace and
blessings upon us. We are able to give only because You have first given to us.
Therefore we offer our very best with cheerful and generous spirits, sown in faith that
our needs are already met according to Your promises. We praise You for our part in
helping to set the world right. AMEN.

Offertory

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Ron Dobson, Lay Reader

God of grace and healing, you who hear the cries of those in need, receive these
offerings of your people that all who are troubled may know the peace, comfort, and
courage that you grant to your people. AMEN

*Closing Hymn: #65 (LEVS) "Bless The Lord, O My Soul"
(Lift Every Voice and Sing Il Hymnal- attached at the back of the bulletin)

*Commissioning and Blessing
Pastor Aubra Love

*Choral Response

*Postlude



Announcements

Office closed—Monday November 17t

Due to scheduled plumbing work, the office will be closed on Monday. Sian will be
working from home and will be checking email and phone messages as usual.

Social Supper—Tomorrow!

In response to the current federal shutdown and no SNAP benefits for November (as of
yet), GCCUCC Congregational Life/Communications Board urges the congregation to
join them in welcoming our neighbors in need to a Social Supper on Monday evening,
tomorrow, at 6:30 PM. Much like the traditional Agape meals, with your generous
support we will serve a simple supper of soup, bread, salad, and dessert at NO COST
to our guests. It is a time to connect with others while we nourish our souls. We will
have "to-go" containers available for leftovers for those who attend.

Questions? Please see someone from the CLC Board.

Please sign up here to help out:

https://www.signupgenius.com/qgo/904094BA4AB2AA2FD0-60170579-social

Greenbelt Combined Choir

Please join the Greenbelt Combined Choir to sing at the Thanksgiving Eve service on
Wednesday November 26t". Rehearsals will take place on Monday November 17 and
24 from 7:30 - 9:00pm in the GCC Sanctuary. For those coming for the Social Supper
on November 17, feel free to stay a little longer and join other community members in
preparing for this annual service. Location and time for the service will be announced.

Mental Health Awareness Fundraiser

The Michael D. Maxwell Foundation for Mental Awareness is holding its annual
fundraiser on Sunday, November 23", between the hours of 4:00 and 7:30. It will be
held at the Prince George’s County Elk’s Lodge at 6700 Kenilworth Avenue in Riverdale.
The cost is $25 in advance and $30 at the door. Visit their website for more information:
https://www.mdmaxwellfoundation.com

Here’s the tie into our church and community. Michael D Maxwell was a young man in
our Greenbelt community who many of us knew from his work at the Greenbelt Aquatic
Center. What none of us knew was that he was suffering from depression and ended
taking his own life, an act that left family, friends and community stunned and
incredulous. His namesake foundation is committed to getting help to those in need
before it's too late.

Also, The Relics will be providing entertainment for the event! We hope to see you
there!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094BA4AB2AA2FD0-60170579-social
https://www.mdmaxwellfoundation.com/

Christmas Families Project

The cards for the Christmas Families Project are now available on the back wall of the
Sanctuary. Please pick a card or two and purchase gifts for the names posted. Gifts
should be wrapped and the 3x5 card securely taped onto the bag or package. They can
be dropped off at the church office Mon-Thurs from 10am-2pm or brought in on
Sundays before or after service. Gifts will be picked up in mid-December. Thank you!

Local Food Pantry Information

Here are three county-sponsored food pantries. They are open weekdays from 8am to
4:30pm:

e North County - 6505 Belcrest Road, Hyattsville, MD 20782

e Central County - 425 Brightseat Road, Landover, MD 20785

e South County - 4235 28th Avenue, Temple Hills, MD 20748
Residents can find information on food pantries and assistance programs in the county
by visiting: socialservices.mypgc.us
Additional food pantries can be found here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SIKk4gr FYWNWx5FXGVt110b-
eYlg825z n0gS7clrE/edit?tab=t.0

The Board of Missions

The Board of Missions has designated October-December Special Missions to CASA
MD which provides critical services to immigrant and working-class families, a
population under ever-increasing stress in today’s economic and political climate.

Sunday School is in session!

The Board of Worship/Christian Education has developed a format that requires minimal
preparation by the session leader but will lead to an open discussion about the scripture
of that morning. We encourage you to take a Sunday to explore and enrich yours and
their faith exploring the scripture with each other. The new format with the four
questions will be posted with the sign-up sheet in the narthex. As always, please feel
free to reach out to anyone on this board to discuss.

Sign up for one Sunday and we bet you will come back for more!

Lectionary Readings
November 23, 2025

Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79 or
Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43

Prayer List

We pray for Butch and Beth N.; Thyra P.; Kenny P.; Rhonda (who is finally back home);
Christine S.; Marty F.; Ken C.; Gil L.; Anne G.; Jim T.; Gwen V.; Joyce P.; Larry V.;
William & Phyllis S.; Melissa; Nancy G. and Sue N.


https://socialservices.mypgc.us/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SIKk4gr_FvWNWx5FXGVt1l0b-eYlq825z_n0gS7clrE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SIKk4gr_FvWNWx5FXGVt1l0b-eYlq825z_n0gS7clrE/edit?tab=t.0

We pray for all the women and children who are homeless due to intimate partner
violence. O God, in your tender mercies, we pray for armed services veterans who
return with no place to call home and no circle of love. We pray for the formerly
incarcerated experiencing re-entry obstacles and who cannot find work. Our prayers are
with mental health warriors (those struggling and those helping); the starving people of
Gaza who are returning to their war-torn homeland. Our prayers are offered for Ukraine;
for all who have lost their federal employment; for young persons made homeless due
to gender identity, we prayerfully ask protection for all whose freedoms are being taken
away by the government; and prayers for the Seventh Day Adventist congregation who
share our space at Greenbelt Community Church.

Pastor Aubra

Pastor Aubra is available for in person office visits on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from
11am until 1:00pm, by appointment. Zoom appointments may be available at other
times, by request.

You may reserve a time by emailing aubralove@gmail.com. Looking forward to hearing
what's on your heart.

V%



mailto:aubralove@gmail.com
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