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First Sunday of Advent
“HOPE”

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we
are all created in the image of God. We welcome everyone seeking God’s
presence, in any of the ways that you may identify... by economic class, by race,
by national origin, by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental
ability... whoever you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full
participation here. We rejoice that you chose to worship with us, today, as we
extend an invitation to live out the extravagant welcome of Christ. Together, we
are listening for God’s still speaking voice. WELCOME, People of God!

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you
were here with us, today: New Here? — Greenbelt Community Church
Contact: office@greenbeltucc.org

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Pastor Aubra Love

*Call to Worship
Karen Jones, Lay Reader

LEADER: God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and fill us
with hope,

PEOPLE: That all on earth may stand in awe and wonder
before your marvelous deeds.

LEADER: Raise our heads in expectation, that we may yearn for the coming day of the
Lord

PEOPLE: And stand without blame before Jesus the Christ,

ALL: Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.


https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/

*Opening Hymn: #526 NCH "Siyahamba", (We Are Marching in the Light of God)

The Lighting of the First Candle for Advent- HOPE
Jim and Suze Marley

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT -“HOPE, Our Guiding Light”

We light the candle of Hope, as it leads us to anticipate the birth of Christ and to
celebrate the beginning of a new liturgical season, as well. This purple candle is the
color that symbolizes royalty. Sometimes this candle is called the "Prophecy Candle",
for it harkens us back to Isaiah's foretelling of the birth of Christ and all of the promises
recorded in the Old Testament. These promises of God are fulfilled by the birth of
Jesus. So, during Advent, we wait expectantly together.

"Come, O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!" -Isaiah 2:5

*Passing the Peace

Scripture: Psalm 122 NRSVUE
Carol Bellamy, Lay Reader

| was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" Our feet are
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem built as a city that is bound firmly
together. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give
thanks to the name of the LORD.

For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers." For the sake of my relatives and friends | will say,
"Peace be within you." For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, | will seek your
good.

Anthem: The Greenbelt Community Church Choir

Time with Young Disciples
Pastor Aubra Love

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a brief conversation with the Pastor.
Afterward the children are dismissed for Sunday School.

Unison Prayer:
Karen Jones, Lay Reader

We seek our mighty God as a child in a stable, and in an empty tomb. May God hear
every prayer, which comes from the unlikely corners of our lives. Give us ears to hear, O
God, and eyes to watch that we may know your presence in our midst during this holy
season of hope as we anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ. Amen.



Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSVUE
Pastor Aubra Love

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem; In days to
come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths."

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He
shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore. O, house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Sermon: “HOPE, Our Guiding Light”
Pastor Aubra Love

*Pulpit Hymn: #160 NCH "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” (Jesus, the Light of the World)

The Community at Prayer
Pastor Aubra Love

Please refer to bulletin Announcements to review the Prayer List. If you are
watching online, you may enter your prayer requests in the CHAT by the end of the
sermon. We will share them and add the names to the prayer list.

Those in the sanctuary may share prayer cards with Joys and Concerns and
Prayers for the People. The Lord’s Prayer will follow with you choosing the words that
are familiar to you...”debts/debtors”, or “trespass/trespasses”.

Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering
Pastor Aubra Love

Focus Text:

“For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, | will seek your good.” - Psalm 122:9

(Opportunities to give for the ministries of Greenbelt Community Church are
available through the offering plate during worship, by mailing your gift to the church
office, or by signing up electronically at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/



https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/

Offertory

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Carol Bellamy, Lay Reader

We give thee but thine own. Grant us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch,
that we may know your presence in our midst during this holy season of hope
as we anticipate the coming of Jesus the Christ. Amen.

*Closing Hymn: #403 NCH "My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less"

*Benediction
Pastor Aubra Love

*Choral Response

*Postlude



