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December 14, 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 

“JOY” 
 

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we 

are all created in the image of God.  We welcome everyone seeking God’s presence, in 

any of the ways that you may identify… by economic class, by race, by national origin, 

by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental ability… whoever you are 

and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full participation here.  We rejoice 

that you chose to worship with us, today, as we extend an invitation to live out the 

extravagant welcome of Christ.  Together, we are listening for God’s still speaking 

voice.  WELCOME, People of God!  

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you 
were here with us, today: New Here? – Greenbelt Community Church 

Contact:  office@greenbeltucc.org 
 

 

Prelude  
          
Welcome and Announcements  
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Call to Worship  
Beatrix Whitehall, Lay Reader 
 

ONE: God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is weak; 
MANY: You enrich the poor and give hope to those who live in fear. 
 
ONE: Look upon our needs this day. Make us grateful for the good news of salvation 
MANY: And keep us faithful in your service 
 
ALL: Until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn: # 297 CHA Dona Nobis Pacem 
 
The Lighting of the Third Candle of Advent- JOY 
David and Rachel Alexander Family  
 

https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/


The third candle of Advent symbolizes JOY. As we continue to approach Christmas Day, 
our joy grows more and more. We are taken back to the joyful anticipation of the 
shepherds who journeyed to see Jesus in Bethlehem, even before the wise men. On this 
third Sunday of Advent, which is called “Guadete Sunday”, which means rejoice, we light 
the third candle and rejoice like the shepherds. For this reason, this third candle is 
sometimes called the “Shepherd’s Candle”, and its color is pink, the liturgical color for 
JOY.  

“Though you have not seen Jesus, you love Jesus;  
and though you do not even see Jesus now,  

you believe and trust in Jesus and you greatly rejoice  
and delight with inexpressible and glorious JOY,”  --1Peter 1:8 Amplified Bible 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 
Time with Young Disciples  
Pastor Aubra Love  
 

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a short conversation with the Pastor. 
Afterward, the children are dismissed for Sunday School.  
 
Anthem: So Pure, So Simple by C. H. Causey 
The Greenbelt Community Church Choir  
 
Scripture:  Luke 1:46-55 Good News Translation 

Karen Yoho, Lay Reader 

 

Mary said, “My heart praises the Lord; my soul is glad because of God my Savior, 
for God has remembered me, a lowly servant! From now on all people will call me happy, 
because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. God’s name is holy; from one 
generation to another, God shows mercy to those who give honor. God’s outstretched and 
mighty arm has scattered the proud with all their plans. God has brought down mighty 
kings from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. God has filled the hungry with good things 
and sent the rich away with empty hands. God has kept the promises made to our 
ancestors and has come to the help of a servant Israel. God has remembered to show 
mercy to Abraham and Sarah and to all their descendants forever!” 
         
Unison Prayer   
Beatrix Whitehall, Lay Reader 
 
God of hope, you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression 
to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing, and the joy of sharing. 
Make us strong to join you in your holy work, as friends of strangers and victims, 
companions of those whom others shun, and as the happiness of those whose hearts are 
broken. We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture:   James 5:7-10 Good News Translation 
Pastor Aubra Love 



Be patient, then, my friends, until the Lord comes. See how patient farmers are, as they 
wait for their land to produce precious crops. They wait patiently for the autumn and spring 
rains. You also must be patient. Keep your hopes high, for the day of the Lord's coming is 
near. Do not complain against one another, my friends, so that God will not judge you. The 
Judge is near, ready to appear. My friends, remember the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. Take them as examples of patient endurance under suffering. 

Sermon:     “And Still, We Wait, Expectantly” 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Pulpit Hymn: # 494 CHA “They’ll Know We Are Christians” 
 
The Community at Prayer 
Pastor Aubra Love  
(Joys and Concerns, Prayers for the People, Lord’s Prayer, choosing to use debts/debtors, or 
trespass/trespasses, or sins/sinners as familiar to you) 

 

If you are joining us online, prayer requests entered into the CHAT will be shared 
and names added to the Prayer List.   

 
Prayer List 

 

We pray for Butch and Beth N.; Thyra P.; Kenny P.; Rhonda; Marty F.; Ken C.; Gil L.; Anne 
G.; Jim T.; Gwen V.; Joyce P.; Larry V.; William & Phyllis S.; Nancy G. and Sue N. 
 
We pray for all the women and children who are homeless due to intimate partner 
violence. O God, in your tender mercies, we pray for armed services veterans who return 
with no place to call home and no circle of love. We pray for the formerly incarcerated 
experiencing re-entry obstacles and who cannot find work. Our prayers are with mental 
health warriors (those struggling and those helping); the starving people of Gaza who are 
returning to their war-torn homeland. Our prayers are offered for Ukraine; for all who have 
lost their federal employment; for young persons made homeless due to gender identity, 
we prayerfully ask protection for all whose freedoms are being taken away by the 
government; and prayers for the Seventh Day Adventist congregation who share our space 
at Greenbelt Community Church. 
   
Prayer Response 

 

Invitation to the Offering  

Pastor Aubra Love 
 

Focus Text: “God has filled the hungry with good things…” -Luke 1:53a 

 

           (Opportunities to give for the ministries of this church are available through an 
offering plate during service, by mailing your gift to the church office, or by signing up for 
electronic at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/ 

https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/


Offertory  
 
*Doxology  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God for all that love has done. 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication    
Karen Yoho, Lay Reader 
 
O God of Isaiah and Mary and Joseph, through all such faithful ones 
you proclaim the unfolding of future joy and renewed life. Strengthen our hearts to 
believe your Advent promise that one day we will walk in the holy way of Christ, 
where sorrow and sighing will be no more and the journey of God’s people will be joy. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn: # 331 NCH “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” 
 
*Commissioning and Blessing 
Pastor Aubra Love  
 
*Choral Response 
 
*Postlude  

 
 

 

 

 

 


