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Second Sunday of Advent 
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“PEACE” 
 
Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we 

are all created in the image of God.  We welcome everyone seeking God’s 

presence, in any of the ways that you may identify… by economic class, by race, 

by national origin, by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental 

ability… whoever you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full 

participation here.  We rejoice that you chose to worship with us, today, as we 

extend an invitation to live out the extravagant welcome of Christ.  Together, we 

are listening for God’s still speaking voice.  WELCOME, People of God!  

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you 
were here with us, today: New Here? – Greenbelt Community Church 

Contact:  office@greenbeltucc.org 
 

 

Prelude  
          
Welcome and Announcements  
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Call to Worship  
Ron Dobson, Lay Reader 
 

ONE: In the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord. 
MANY: We make space in our hearts for God’s peace to dwell. 

 

ONE: Every valley shall be lifted up, every mountain made low. 
MANY: The rough places will be made smooth, and all will see God’s glory. 

 

ONE: Come, people of God, the Prince of Peace draws near. 
MANY: We come with hope, we come with joy, we come to worship the One who 
is our peace. 

 
*Opening Hymn: #116 NCH "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 
 
The Lighting of the Second Candle for Advent- PEACE 
The Young Disciples and GCC Sunday School 
 

 
 

 

https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/


SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT -“PEACE, On Earth” 

 

We light the candle of PEACE, as we anticipate the coming of Christ. Today’s candle 
represents PEACE and is also purple. Sometimes this candle is called the "Bethlehem 
Candle", reminding us of Mary and Joseph on their journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
before Jesus was born. This PEACE Candle follows the HOPE Candle to build upon the 
sequence of the division, destruction and dispersion of the kingdom in the Old Testament, 
with a hope of, finally, peace on earth. This is the Prophet Isaiah's foretelling of the birth of 
Christ and all of the promises of God which will be fulfilled by the birth of Jesus.   
 

"On Zion, God's sacred hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil. "  -Isaiah 11:9a 

 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Scripture:    Isaiah 11:1-10     Good News Translation 

Terry Henderson, Lay Reader 
 
The royal line of David is like a tree that has been cut down; but just as new branches 
sprout from a stump, a new king will arise from among David's descendants. The spirit of 
the LORD will give him wisdom and the knowledge and skill to rule his people. He will know 
the LORD's will and honor him and find pleasure in obeying him. He will not judge by 
appearance or hearsay; he will judge the poor fairly and defend the rights of the helpless. At 
his command, the people will be punished, and evil persons will perish. He will rule his 
people with justice and integrity. Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards 
will lie down with young goats. Calves and lion cubs will feed together, and little children will 
take care of them. Cows and bears will eat together, and their calves and cubs will lie down 
in peace. Lions will eat straw as cattle do. Even a baby will not be harmed if it plays near a 
poisonous snake. On Zion, God's sacred hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil. The land 
will be as full of knowledge of the LORD as the seas are full of water. A day is coming when 
the new king from the royal line of David will be a symbol to the nations. They will gather in 
his royal city and give him honor. 
 
Anthem: Christmas Sanctus by S. N. Dengler and L. Dengler 
The Greenbelt Community Church Choir 
           
Time with Young Disciples  
Pastor Aubra Love  
Children and youth are invited to come forward for a brief conversation with the Pastor. 
Afterward the children are dismissed for Sunday School.  
 
Unison Prayer:   

Ron Dobson, Lay Reader 
 

God of promise and peace, we gather in hope as we worship on this second Sunday of 
Advent. In our world of unrest, we yearn for Your stillness. Quiet our anxious hearts, mend 
our brokenness, and lead us toward reconciliation in our relationships. Let Your peace flow 
through our words and actions. Make us bearers of Light as we prepare for the coming of 
the Prince of Peace. Amen.   



Scripture:    Romans 15:4-13    Good News Translation  
Pastor Aubra Love 
 

Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have 
hope through the patience and encouragement which the Scriptures give us.  And may God, 
the source of patience and encouragement, enable you to have the same point of view 
among yourselves by following the example of Christ Jesus, so that all of you together may 
praise with one voice the God of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Accept one another, then, for the 
glory of God, as Christ has accepted you. For I tell you that Christ's life of service was to 
show that God is faithful, to make God’s promises to their ancestors come true, and to 
enable even the Gentiles to praise God’s mercy. As the scripture says, “And so, I will praise 
you among the Gentiles; I will sing praises to you.”  Again, it says, “Rejoice, Gentiles, with 
God's people!”  And again, “Praise the Lord, all Gentiles; praise God, all peoples!”  And 
again, Isaiah says, “A descendant of Jesse will appear; he will come to rule the Gentiles, 
and they will put their hope in him.”  May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and 
peace by means of your faith, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Homily:  “PEACE, On Earth” 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Pulpit Hymn: #677 CHA “Let There Be Peace on Earth”  
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
All are welcome at this open table. Come just as you are. There is room for you, here.  
 
Invitation: In this story, we remember Jesus who came as a witness of God’s love. 
Come, with boundless acceptance of one another. Bring your own hope for the fulfillment of 
God’s promises. Jesus receives what we offer and blesses us with more. 
 
Words of Remembering: Awesome God, you know our heartbreak, persistent 
disillusionment and impatience. Bless this meal as you blessed Mary and Joseph on their 
trek from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  
 
Let this bread strengthen us for the days ahead. Let this cup be a healing for all that we 
carry. May this table hold the presence of Jesus, who embraces all things with love.  
We remember that at another gathering around another table, Jesus took bread, blessed 
and broke it saying: “This is my body, given for you.” 
 
And he took the cup, saying: “This is the cup of a new covenant poured out for you, and for 
many.” We remember and we make room again for brokenness and beauty, for grief and 
grace, for Bread and Cup. 
 

[During Communion, we will come forward, as invited by the ushers, to receive the 
Bread and Cup. We will partake together after you return to your seat. The Lord’s Prayer will 
follow with the words printed in the bulletin.] 

 



Prayer after Communion: The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Holy One, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kin-dom come.  
Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.    
 

Please refer to bulletin “Announcements” to review the Prayer List.  
 

Prayer Response 

 

Invitation to the Offering   

Pastor Aubra Love 
 

Focus Text:  

“May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith, so that 
your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit.”--Romans 15:13 

 

           (Opportunities to give for the ministries of Greenbelt Community Church are available 
through the offering plate during worship, by mailing your gift to the church office, or by 
signing up electronically at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/ 
 
Offertory    
 
*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication              
Terry Henderson, Lay Reader 
 
Bless these gifts that we offer, that they may shine Your light into the shadows.  
Bless our lives, that they may be living testimonies of Your love. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and make us ready for Your Reign. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn: #119 NCH "My Soul Gives Glory to My God” 
 
*Benediction 
Pastor Aubra Love  
 
*Choral Response  
 
*Postlude  
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