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January 4, 2026 

Second Sunday After Christmas Day 
 

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we  

are all created in the image of God.  We welcome everyone seeking God’s 

presence, in any of the ways that you may identify… by economic class, by race, 

by national origin, by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental 

ability… whoever you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full  

participation here.  We rejoice that you chose to worship with us, today, as we 

extend an invitation to live out the extravagant welcome of Christ.  Together, we 

are listening for God’s still speaking voice.  WELCOME, People of God!  

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you were  
here with us, today: New Here? – Greenbelt Community Church 

Contact:  office@greenbeltucc.org 
 
 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Call to Worship:  
Pastor Aubra Love 

“The Life-Light”, based on John 1:1-5 

PASTOR:  The Word was first, the Word present to God, 
    God present to the Word. 
PEOPLE: The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. 
 
PASTOR: Everything was created through him; nothing—not one thing!— 
    came into being without him. 
PEOPLE: What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. 
 
ALL: The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out. 
 
*Opening Hymn: #NCH 423 "Great is Your Faithfulness" 
 
*Passing the Peace 
 

https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org


Time with Young Disciples 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a short conversation with the Pastor. 
Afterward, the children are dismissed for Sunday School. 
 
Anthem:  Follow That Star by D. E. Wagner 
The Greenbelt Community Church Choir 
 
Scripture: John 1:6-13 The Message 
Liisa Granfors-Hunt, Lay Reader 

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the Life-
Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself 
the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light. 

The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person entering Life he brings into Light. He was 
in the world, the world was there through him, and yet the world didn’t even notice. He 
came to his own people, but they didn’t want him. But whoever did want him, who 
believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true 
selves, their child-of-God selves. These are the God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not 
flesh-begotten. 

Unison Prayer 
Liisa Granfors-Hunt, Lay Reader 
 
God has blessed creation with a great variety of gifts. And gathered all people into one 
family, so that in sharing, we might strengthen and be strengthened, by one another. 
Gather into our hearts and minds the universe entrusted to us, remembering  
its needs before God and humankind. AMEN. 
 
Scripture:     John 1:14-18 The Message 
Pastor Aubra Love 

The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory 
with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and 
out, true from start to finish. John pointed him out and called, “This is the One!  
 
The One I told you was coming after me but in fact was ahead of me. He has always 
been ahead of me, has always had the first word.  We all live off his generous 
abundance, gift after gift after gift. We got the basics from Moses, and then this 
exuberant giving and receiving. This endless knowing and understanding— all this came 
through Jesus, the Messiah. No one has ever seen God, not so much as a glimpse. 
This one-of-a-kind God-Expression, who exists at the very heart of the Father, has 
made God plain as day. 
 



Homily:   “The Word Moved Into The Neighborhood” 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Pulpit Hymn: AAHH #457 "Even Me", vs 1, 3, 4 
 

The Sacrament of Communion 
Greenbelt Community Church practices open communion. Anyone who seeks the love 
of God is welcome at the Table. Jesus, our Teacher and Leader, offers an Open Table of 
radical hospitality. 

The Invitation: 

Pastor Aubra: May the Word that became flesh and dwelt among the People be with 
you, at this Table! 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 
Pastor Aubra: Lift up your hearts, all who are living in fear. 
Congregation: We open our hearts that God might touch them with peace. 
 
Pastor Aubra: People of faith, join in glad songs to the One who is always with you. 
Congregation: Our voices join in praise and thanksgiving to God. 
 
Pastor Aubra: You are beckoned to this Table to share the Bread and Cup. 
Congregation: We hasten to the Invitation, in remembrance of Jesus! 
 
Words of Institution: 

We break bread and share a cup to regather those lost and broken, to feed all the 
hungry in body and spirit, to reunite families; to embrace all who suffer brokenness; 
to rebuild places where disasters devastate, and war is waged; to mend our violently 
abrupt tearing from the world’s indigenous peoples; and to collectively make the 
world’s music in our hearts. 

On the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, asking that whenever they eat it, they do so in 
remembrance of him. 
 
In the same manner, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, he 
shared it with his disciples, asking that whenever they drink it, they do so in 
remembrance of him.  
 
The gifts of God for the people of God: the table is spread. The Feast of the Lord is 
going on! And everyone is welcome! 
 
 [Come forward, pew by pew to receive the elements. Receive a piece of bread and a 
cup. Once you have your bread and cup, return to your seat, and then we’ll all eat 
together.]  Sharing the Bread and Cup. 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving: (Unison) 
 
Bountiful God, we thank you for calling us together and for refreshing   
us at your table by granting us the presence of Christ. We are grateful to have been 
reminded once again that our purpose is to love and be loved. May we share the 
welcome we have experienced here today everywhere we go and with everyone  
we meet. And may we be forever blessed by your creating strength and courage with 
grace and peace. We rejoice in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. 
 
Prayer Response 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
Focus Text:  

“We all live off his generous abundance, gift after gift after gift.”–John 1:16a 

 
(Opportunities to give for the ministries of this church are available through the offering plates 
during the worship service; by mailing your gift to the church office, or by signing up for 
electronic giving at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/ )  
 

Offertory 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God, for all that love has done. 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. AMEN. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
Liisa Granfors-Hunt, Lay Reader 
 
Bless our offerings, O God, that they may increase by our commitment not only to give 
generously, but to live in openheartedness, following in the likeness of Jesus. AMEN.  

*Closing Hymn: AAHH #573 "I Love You, Lord" (sing three times) 
 
*Commissioning and Blessing 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Choral Response 
 
*Postlude 

 


