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January 11, 2026 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we  

are all created in the image of God.  We welcome everyone seeking God’s 

presence, in any of the ways that you may identify… by economic class, by race, 

by national origin, by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental 

ability… whoever you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full  

participation here.  We rejoice that you chose to worship with us, today, as we 

extend an invitation to live out the extravagant welcome of Christ.  Together, we 

are listening for God’s still speaking voice.  WELCOME, People of God!  

A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you were  
here with us, today: New Here? – Greenbelt Community Church 

Contact:  office@greenbeltucc.org 
 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Call to Worship:  
Pastor Aubra Love 
 

PASTOR: God of grace and God of glory, you call us with your voice of flame 
PEOPLE: To be your people, faithful and courageous. 
 
PASTOR: As your beloved Jesus embraced his mission in the waters of baptism, 
PEOPLE: Inspire us with the fire of your Spirit to join in this transforming work. 
 
PASTOR: We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
PEOPLE: Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn: # NCH 523 “Someone Asked the Question (Why We Sing)”  
 
*Passing the Peace 
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mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org


Time with Young Disciples 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 

[Children and youth are invited to come forward for a brief conversation with the Pastor. 
Afterward, the children are dismissed for Sunday School.] 
 
Anthem: “Seek Ye First” by K. Lafferty and D. E.  
The Greenbelt Community Church Choir 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9  Amplified Bible 
Jan Derry, Lay Reader 
 
The Promises of God 

 

“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My Chosen One in whom My soul delights. 

I have put My Spirit upon this One, who will bring forth justice to the nations. My Servant 

will not call out or shout aloud, nor be heard in the street. My Chosen One will not sever 

a broken reed or extinguish a dimly burning wick. This Anointed One will faithfully bring 

forth justice. My Chosen will not be disheartened or crushed in spirit; but will persevere 

until justice is established on the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for the 

divine law.” 

 

This is what the Lord God says, “I am the One who created the heavens and stretched 

them out. Who spread out the earth and its produce. Who gives breath to the people on 

earth and spirit to those who walk on earth. I am the Lord, I have called the Messiah in 

righteousness, for a righteous purpose. I will also take You by the hand and keep watch 

over You. And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people. As a light to the nations. 

To open the eyes of the blind. To bring out prisoners from the dungeon. And those who 

sit in darkness from the prison.”  

“I am the Lord, that is My Name; My glory I will not give to another. Nor My praise to 

carved idols. Indeed, the former things have come to pass. Now I declare new things. 

Before they spring forth, I proclaim them to you.” 

Unison Prayer 
Jan Derry, Lay Reader 
 
Lord God, you revealed Christ in the waters of the Jordan and anointed him with the 
power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim good news to all people. Sanctify us by that same 
Spirit, that we may proclaim the healing power of the gospel by acts of love in your 
name. Amen. 
 
 



Scripture:     Matthew 3:13-17   Amplified Bible 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan River, to be baptized by him. But 
John tried to prevent Jesus with vigorous protest, saying, “It is I who need to be 
baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus replied to him, “Permit it just now; 
for this is the fitting way for us to fulfill all righteousness of God.” Then John permitted it 
and baptized Jesus. After Jesus was baptized, and came up immediately out of the 
water, behold, the heavens were opened, and John saw the Spirit of God descending as 
a dove and lighting on Jesus.  And behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased and delighted!” 
 
Sermon:       “Who? Me?” 
 
*Pulpit Hymn: # NCH 473 “Blessed Assurance” 
 
The Community at Prayer 
Pastor Aubra Love 

 

(Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Lord’s Prayer, choosing to use debts/debtors, or 
trespasses/trespasses, or sins/sinners as familiar to you)  
 

Prayer List 
 

On our Prayer List: Gwen N; Ken C; Marty F; Anne G; Gil L; Jim M; Butch and Beth N; 
Sue N; Thyra P; Kenny P; Joyce P; Rhonda; William and Phyllis S; Jim T; Lora T;  
Gwen V. 
 

We are in continuous prayer for all those thousands who have lost their federal 
employment. Please know that you are not alone in this trying time. We pray for women 
and children who have been made homeless due to intimate partner violence. Prayers 
for the starving people living on the Gaza Peninsula who are returning to their war-torn 
homeland; Our prayers are with all young persons who have been made homeless due 
to gender identity and gender expression; We pray, O God, for our mental health 
warriors (those struggling and those helping). Our prayers are with our veterans who 
return from their service with no place to call home and no circle of love; We pray for the 
formerly incarcerated experiencing re-entry obstacles and who cannot find work; Our 
prayers are for all those around the world dying of starvation and AIDs due to the 
closure of USAID; healing for Ukraine; protection for all whose freedoms are being 
taken by the government; We pray for the healing of our nation and a reign of domestic 
peace and a measure of civility.  
 
We pray for the Seventh Day Adventist congregation that shares our space at Greenbelt 
Community Church. God, in your tender mercies, here our prayers. AMEN. 
 



Prayer Response 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
Focus Text:  "Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness of God."  --Matthew 3:13a 
 
(Opportunities to give for the ministries of this church are available through the offering plates 
during the worship service; by mailing your gift to the church office, or by signing up for 
electronic giving at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/)  
 

Offertory 
 
*Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God, for all that love has done. 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. AMEN. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
Jan Derry, Lay Reader 
 
Merciful God, our baptismal vows call us to compassion and lovingkindness on behalf of 
those in need. We offer our prayers and our substance for the church and for the world. 
Amen. 

*Closing Hymn: # 547 NCH “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
 
*Commissioning and Blessing 
Pastor Aubra Love 
 
*Choral Response 
 
*Postlude 

 


