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Second Sunday After The Epiphany

Greenbelt Community Church is a community centered around the belief that we
are all created in the image of God. We welcome everyone seeking God’s
presence, in any of the ways that you may identify... by economic class, by race,
by national origin, by gender identity/expression, by age, by physical or mental
ability... whoever you are and wherever you come from, we welcome you into full
participation here. We rejoice that you chose to worship with us, today, as we
extend an invitation to live out the extravagant welcome of Christ. Together, we
are listening for God’s still speaking voice. WELCOME, People of God!
A special welcome to our first-time and returning visitors! Please let us know you
were here with us, today: New Here? — Greenbelt Community Church

Contact: office@greenbeltucc.org

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Pastor Aubra Love

*Call to Worship
Pastor Aubra Love

PASTOR: Sisters and brothers in Christ,
let us lift our hearts in faith

to the one who hears all prayers

and holds close all those in need.

PEOPLE: Holy God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence
and continually reveal Jesus, the Christ, as our Savior.

PASTOR: Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is broken,
speak truth to all illusion,

PEOPLE: And shed light in every darkness,
that all creation will see your glory and know Christ Jesus. Amen.

Opening Hymn: NCH # 593 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
*Passing the Peace

Time with Young Disciples
Pastor Aubra Love

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a short conversation with the Pastor.
Afterward, the children are dismissed for Sunday School.


https://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/new-here/

Anthem: “Be Still”, arranged by D. Lantz Il
The Greenbelt Community Choir

Scripture:  Psalm 40:1-11 New Revised Standard Version
David Alexander, Lay Reader

Doing the will of God

| waited patiently for the LORD,; he inclined to me and heard my cry. God drew me up
from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps
secure. God put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise. Many will see and fear and
put their trust in the LORD. Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not
turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods. You have multiplied, O LORD
my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with
you. Were | to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than can be counted.
Sacrifice and offering, you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt
offering and sin offering you have not required. Then | said, "Here | am; in the scroll of
the book it is written of me. | delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my
heart."

| have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, | have not
restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. | have not hidden your saving help within my
heart; | have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; | have not concealed your
steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation. Do not, O LORD,
withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and your faithfulness keep me safe
forever.

*Congregational Hymn: CHA # 452 “Here | Am, Lord”

Unison Prayer
David Alexander, Lay Reader

O God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ.
Fill all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all
nations we may become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7 New Revised Standard Version
Pastor Aubra Love

The servant brings light to the nations

Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD called
me before | was born; while | was in my mother's womb God named me. God made my
mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of God's hand, | was hidden; God made me a
polished arrow; | was hidden away in God’s quiver. And God said to me, "You are my
servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified." But | said, "l have labored in vain; | have
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD and my
reward with my God."



And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be the servant of God, to bring
Jacob back to God, and to bring back Israel, for | am honored in the sight of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength- God says, "It is too light a thing that you should
be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; | will
give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."

Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and the Holy One, to one deeply
despised, abhorred by the nations, the victim of tyrants, "Kings shall see and stand up;
princes shall prostrate themselves, lay out before you in humility with their faces on the
ground...because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen
you.

Sermon: “The Lord’s Emissaries"
Pastor Aubra Love

Pulpit Hymn: LEVS Il #136 "l Have Decided to Follow Jesus"

The Community at Prayer

Pastor Aubra Love

(Joys and Concerns, Prayers of the People, Lord’s Prayer, choosing to use
debts/debtors, or trespasses/trespasses, or sins/sinners as familiar to you)

Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering
Pastor Aubra Love

Focus Text: "I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach
to the end of the earth." |saiah 49:6b. New Revised Standard Version

(Opportunities to give for the ministries of this church are available through the offering
plates during the worship service; by mailing your gift to the church office, or by signing
up for electronic giving at greenbeltcommunitychurch.org/)

Offertory

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God, for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. AMEN.



*Prayer of Dedication
David Alexander, Lay Reader

Perfect Light of revelation, as you shone in the life of Jesus, whose epiphany we
celebrate, so shine in us and through us, that we may become beacons of truth and
compassion, enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. Amen.

*Closing Hymn: NCH # 524 “This Little Light/This Joy | Have”, v v.1-8

*Commissioning and Blessing
Pastor Aubra Love

*Choral Response

*Postlude



